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PREFACE

Mayavada Khandanam is one of the Ten Prakarana works of
$ri Madhvacharya also known as $ri Ananda Tirtha. It is one of
the three texts known as Khandanatraya. $ri Jayatirtha has written
a detailed commentary on it. This commentary is further
commented upon by Sr1 Vyasatirtha, Sri Srinivasatirtha, Sri
Pandurangi Kes$vacharya and Sri Satyanatha. All these
commentaries are included in this volume. S$ri Padmanabhatirtha,
a direct disciple of Sri Madhvacharya has also written a very brief
commentary. This is also separately given. a Krodapatra type essay
written by Sri Pandurangi Ke$aviacharya, under the

title Upanyasa is separately given at the end. All these help an
indepth study of the text.

Prof.D.Pralhadacharya has edited this work utilising the
manuscripts procured by the Dvaita Vedanta Foundation. The
manuscript of Panduragi Kesavacharya’s commentary was

procured from Prof Pandurangi’s Library.

We thank Prof.Pralhadacharya, for editing and supervising the

printing of this work.

We thank Vagartha Printers, for printing it neatly.

N.Narasimha Rao
Chairman
Dvaita Vedanta Foundation.



INTRODUCTION

The ten (daéa) Prakaranas occupy an unique place among
the 37 compositions. of $ri Madhva. The Prakaranas are
invaluable for the serious student to grasp not only the basic
elements of the arguments, but also the relevance and
importance of the subject in the totality of Tatvavada.

The Ten Prakarana compositions are :

Tatvasamkhyana, Tatvaviveka, Khandanatraya, Pramana
laksana, Kathalaksana, Karmanirnaya, Tattvodyota and Tattva

nirnaya.

Traditionally, Visnuttvavinirnaya, the biggest and most
important is studied by the students, as it gives the basic
tenets of Thatvavda, and also provides the valid Pramanas and
analysis which support the conclusions. It also contains
a full and critical examination of the positions taken by
Advaita, Charvaka, Nyaya and Prabhakara and other school
and deals with the important issues in philosophy such as the
theory of validity, Anvitabhidhanavada, Varna nityatva,

Apauruseyatva of Vedas etc.

The three compositions named as Khandanas
(Khandanatraya) are very short, but contain a very lucid criticism
of Advaita and other similar schools which postulate identity of
the soul with the Supreme being. Such a position originally
postulated by Sankara’s Advaita has been taken in varying forms
by Ramanuja, Vallabha, Nimbaraka ectc. The Prapancha
Mithyattvanumana Khandana demolishes the theory of unreality
of the world, which is essential for the true Advaita doctrine.
The Upadhikhandana criticises the contrived explanations, which
are unavoidable to support the doctrine of Identity, in the face

of very obvious disparities between the souls and God which are
observed. The Mayavadakhandana deals with the Advaita theory
of the unreality of wordly bondage which is also a corollary of
the premise that the soul is one with the supreme being.

Mayavadakhandanam

This composition with only 20 Granthas (groups of 32
syllables) is being publised along with Sri Jayatirtha’s
commentary and subcommentaries of Sri Vyasatirtha,
Srinivasatirtha, Pandurangi Kesavacharya and $ri Satyanatha. In
refuting the ‘Mayavada’ of Advaita, $ri Madhva shows first that
the Advaita $ruti interpretation does not qualify for being studied
(Anarambhaniya) as it does not have the fourfold essential
requirements i.e., Anubandha Chatustaya. He compares the
doctrine to the darkness which is dispelled by the Sun who is
the supreme Lord Himself, who is full of countless auspicious
attributes. His invocatory prayer to Narasimha form of the Lord
contains also the esence of the composition : God’s Jiana
(knowledge) is as it really is (Yathartha) without any element
of incorrectness or incompleteness. His Sukha or bliss is without
any trace of misery. This means that it is fully his own and not
dependent or under the control of any one else, it does not lack
any thing which has to be secured, or which is limited in any
manner. God’s Sakti or power is also not subject to any
limitation in any manner. Lord Narasimha has been compared
to an infinite (Amita) ocean (Payonidhi) of these qualities. Even
the ocean though large is finite, whereas God’s qualities are
infinite. The prayer is offered to Lord Narasimha as He is the
destroyer of all un-desirable and evil ignorance and wrong
knowledge which is spread (in the form of darkness) by
Mayavada and similar evil doctrines. They are evil becuase they
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lead the aspirant away from God into ignorance, thus denying
this the chance of redemption. God being Himself an infinite
ocean of bliss, knowlege and capacity is the giver of these
qualities to de serving souls. By describing the Supreme being
thus and showing the total difference between Him and the other
souls, Sri Madhva has shown that there is no substance in the

Identity doctrine.

There are differences in the concepts of the four elements
which are essential for the study of the Sastra :

1. Adhikarin (qualified aspirant) - In Advaitha, he is one
who has come to realise the holllowness of the world of
pleasures and suffering, and desires to liberate himself from the
coils of ajiinana, which is the root cause. In Tatvavada, the
Adhikirin is one who understands that the bondage in the world
of births and deaths which is real, can only be overcome by
attaining Salvation or Mukti by the grace of the Supreme being.
Having realised the futility of aspiring for worldly pleasures, he
developes resignation in them and has by constant practice
attains the desirable qualities of Sama, Dama etc.

2. Visaya (subject matter) - In Advaita, the essential
purpose and subject matter of Sastras is to establish the identity
of the soul with the supreme being. In Tatvavada, on the other
hand, the Sruties, Smrties and the Brahma Mimamsa Sastra,
which is regarded as a guide in the correct interpretation of
$ruties etc., teach that Brahman is entirely different from the
world of sentient beings and nonsentient matter.
He is also the embodiment of all auspicious qualities and devoid
of all blemishes.

3. Prayojana (Objective) - In Advaita when the aspirant
understands the Sastras correctly, his Ajiana which is itself
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unreal, is destroyed and the soul realises his identity with
brahman, who has no attributes. He is thus completely liberated
from the worldly bondage. In Tatvavada, correct understanding
of the Supreme person and the five fold differences leads to
AParoksa or ‘seeing’ of the Lord and eventually by His grace
leads to Mukti, which is full of Bliss. Both the bondage and
liberation are real.

4. Sambandha (Relationships) - Appropriate relationships
exist between the three above named entities, based
on thier nature.

Shri Madhva analyses the Advaita position with regard to
all these elements. He first asks Advaita, whether the Aikya of
God with the soul is real or not ? In Advaita, all entities other
than Brahna, who is the only real, are unreal. Aikya also being
not the same as Brahma is unreal. Advaita has two possible
answers at this stage : The Brahmathmaikya is different in
essence from Brahman itself, but is also absolutely real. This
means the Advaita itself lost. The other alternative is to accept
that such Aikya is real in an absolute sense, but is not different
from the Swaroopa or essence of Brahman. A writer of Advaita
Khandanakira has written - ‘Thacchadvaitam Brahmaivedam
Sarvam’- everything that is real is Brahma only.

If Aikya is essentially Brahman Himself, being Svaprakasa,
Brahma or Jiya Must already knows himself. Hence, the Advaita
interpretation of Sastra suffers from the defect of stating that
which is already known (Siddha sadhanata) and hence is
superfluous. To Avoid this defect, the Sastras have to be
accepted to say something which is not known before (by other
means) which means that the Svaprakasa Jiva (who is already
aware of Himself) is not aware of Aikya which therefore can not
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be his essence. This defect is according to Dvaita concept of
svaprakasatva of the soul which means Svavisayaprakasatva -
knowing about oneself. If Svaprakasatva is interpreted as per
Advaita - Avedyatvam svaprakasatvam - not being known by
other means (such as mind etc., - Vrttijidna etc) the
$astras can not describe such an indescribable Aatman by their

own definition.

Advaita can reply - Even when the swaroopa (essence) of
the soul is known by it as a result of its Svaprakasa nature, the
special feature of the soul/Brahma being one only is not known
and hence the defect of Siddha sadhanata is avoided. They quote
the example - Though the possessor and its quality are identicall
(Gunaguninopi abheda), when a pot is felt or cognised in
darkness, its colour is not. Hence, even when Aatman is

Svaprakasa, some feature of itself may not be known by it.

Dvaita answers that as per Advaita itself, Aatman is
nirvisesa (not having any qualities which can be defined or
cognised seperately) there can not be any such separate quality
which is not cognised by the Svaprakasa Aatman. On the other
hand, Dvaita accepts the concept of Visesa due to which a
quality or an attribute such as dark colour of the object like the
pot is cognised separately, though it is essentially one with it.
If this is accepted by Advaita for the Aatman, it is possbile to
argue that such ‘Islands of ignorace’ can exist in a Svaprakasa
Aatman. Advaia does not accept this concept. Aikya, which is
not different from the soul can not be so cognised. Hence, it can
not be argued that Aikya is not cognised by a Svaprakasa
Aatman, though it is part of its essence. In other words,
all that is part of its essence must always be cognised by a

Svaprakasa Aatman.

The Accepted tenets of Advaita are all rejected on the basis
of the non-acceptance of the concept of Ajiana, whose
existence is shwon to be impossible. The Visaya or subject for
the Sastras in Advaita (Identity) can not exist without first
accepting the existence of Ajidna. Ajiidna can not exist for the
reasons shown earlier - lack of Vyapti relationship between
Avarana and Avriyamina - Ajiana and its subject.

Therefore, Advaita can not stipulate that Aikya is distinct
from the Swaroopa of the Aatman. It has to accept that it is a
part of its essence. If it is so, as Aatman is Svaprakasa, it would
be so known. Hence, Aikya can not be the Visaya or subject
of the Sastras. Sri Vyasaraja states in his own inimitable way
that the statement of Aikya by the $astras (if they are stating
Aikya as per Advaita), will be like some one saying that there
is a pot in the middle of a brightly lit place to some one who is
intently looking at it. Obviously, the subject of such a statement
is well known and hence it can not be included as a valid
interpretation of the Sastras.

Dvaita also argues that just as there is no Visaya (subject),
there are no adhikari, Praupjana (object) etc for the Sastras,
when interpreted as preaching Advaita based on their own
accepted Nyaya-logic. Prayojana is not there as Ajfiana itself can
not exist, the subject of Ajfidta (that which is not knwon) can
not also exist. In the same manner, in the absence of Ajfiina,
the Prayojana or utility of the Advaita §astras, which is to
remove the non-existent Ajidna also is non-existent. The final
Prayojana being Moksa, which is of the nature of removal of
the (non-existent) veil of Ajiidna can not also be attained. An
Advaita text is quoted : ‘Avidyastamayo moksah sa samsara
udahrtah’- Moksa is the extinction or complete removal of
Avidya (ajiana). The Prayojana of Advaita Sastra is also shown



to be non-existent in another manner : In Istasiddhi by Chitsukha
acharya of Advaita, it is stated that Moksa which is of thc_nature
of removal of Ajiiana, is the Swartipa or essence of the Aatman
- Atman is already Siddha or established before commencing any
efforts for attainment of Moksa, there can not be any Prayojana
for the Advaita Sastra. The aspirant can not make efforts to
achieve something which he knows, he has already as his
essence and hence nothing is achieved by such efforts.

After having shown that the $astras led by the Vedas would
have to be considered as Andrambhaniya (not to be studied) if
the Advaita interpretation is accepted, $r1 Madhva quotes from
them to indicate the correct meanings to be given. $1i Jayatirtha
says that the essence of all the $astras which is expounded 'both
by the Sruties (vedas) and God Himself, who is the m?st reliable
source for this information (Parama Aptatama)
is the supreme greatness of Lord Visnu and not identity of the
souls with God. This is given by $ri Madhva in this quote from

Sri Bhagavadgita :
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$ri Madhva also quotes another Smrti text -

'sﬁihzr:wawf:eﬁifmrqr’m:l
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The Abhimani devata of Indriyas are inferior to that of the
Artha or their objects, they in turn are inferior to that of the
mind-Rudra. The one for Buddhi (wisdom) - Saraswathi is
superior to that of the mind, and Mahan Aatman (the deity who
is the Abhimani devata of Mahattatva (Brahma) is superior to
that of the Bhuddhi. The word Aatma here refers to the great
soul who is the Abhimani of Mahattava (mahin aatma) The
Avyakta - Laksmi is superior to Mahat, and Purusah or the
supreme being is superior even to Avyakta. There is none
superior to Him, as He is the limit or destination (Kastha) for
all. He is also reached by all (Pard gatih) and known by all.

$ri Madhva concludes :

o forom: waimema smareET yETEdT e

FFffea |

In this manner, the superiority of Visnu has been concluded

by God Himself as well as by Vedas as the essential
meaning of the Sastras.

After establishing that Advaita can not be the interpretation
of the Sastras, $ri Madhva quotes Gita texts and valid Pramanas
from Smrti and Brahma Satras, which show that there is
Difference (Bheda) between God, avyakta and the souls, and
there is also gradation, with Visnu being the supreme being and
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also the inner controller and sustainer of all. Such an entity can
not be indentical with the controlied and limited entities. He also
gives the solemn promise of the supreme Lord Himself, that t?us
is the essence of the $astras, knowing which the soul aftains
Moksa, thus ruling out any other interpretation. Advaita
intcrl.)retation leading to the concept of eternal Bhava rupa
Avidya, which is removed only by knowledge of identity of tlTe
soul with God is thus shown to be totally baseless and invalid
and also against the clear exkposition of Lord Krsna Lord Veda

Vyasa in the Brahma Satras.

A text composed by §ri Vedavyasa Himself, is also quoted :
TR AT W A g Tl
THT GeETR @i e ||

There is none who can equal Lord Narayana now, nor was
there in the past or will be there in future. With this trui-sim
(which is my firm conclusion). I will achieve all the objectives
which I desire, such as Dharma, Artha, Kama and Moksa.

§ri Jayatirtha concludes his Tika with a beautiful verse

Wmamﬁv‘r@'—rﬁwrﬁw
firrat 9eY Tel FHOHTER TEuOT |

Let this composition of words composed by Jayatirtha
Bhiksu adorn the supreme being, who is the Lord of Kamala like

a garland of flowers and lead to His grace.

The Commentaries on Mayavadakhandana

This edition contains two Tikas on the Mayavadakhandana
of $r1i Madhva and four Tippanis on the Tika of Sri Jayatirtha.
Between the two Tikas one is by $ri Padmanabha Tirtha, one

X1il

of the most favoured direct desciples of Sri Madhva and the
other one is by Sri Jayatirtha - very appropriately called as
Tikacarya. It is on this Tika of Sri Jaytirtha, the four Tippanies
which are included in this volume are written. These four
commentaries are -

1. Mandara Manjari of Sri Vyasatirtha.

2. Visama pada Vkyartha. Vivarana by Sri Pandurangi
Keévacharya.

3.  Para$u of Sri Satyanitha yati.
Vivarana of Sri Bidarahalli Srinivasa Tirtha.

In addition to these commentaries a ‘patra’ on the Tika of
$ri Jayatirtha, written by Sri Pandurangi Ke$avacharya is also
published here.

The patra on the Mayavadakhandana Tika, or for that
matter any writing of that kind can not be considered as a
Tippani for it does not follow the pattern which is normally
followed by all Tippani, pick up a word or sentence from the
original text and explains or comments on it . It is rather an
independent work discussing only such points which are stated
in the original text. The patra on Mayavadakhandana is such one
hence it is added here as an appendix, after the completion of
the original text along with its Tikas and Tippanis.

Between the two Tikas published here. The Tika of $ri
Padmanabha Tirtha (e. 1318-24) is the oldest and very berif.
Yet it is very pointed and undoubtedly was a source of
inspiration of Sri Jayatirtha, a little later this is evident from the
glorius tributes offercd to him in scveral of his Tikas by Sri
Jayatirtha. Though the Tika of Sri Jayatirtha is morc cluborate
and with its analytical approach endowed with remarkable style
has become inevitable to the students of the Dvaita School, the
significance of the Tika by Sri Padmanabha Tirtha from the
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historical point of view, can never be overlooked. Thus, for the
benefit of such students with historical perspective, it was felt
that its inclusion in the present edition is a must and hence has

been included here.

Among the Tippanis on the Tika of $11 Jayatirtha, Mandara
Manjari by $ri Vyasatirtha (1478-1539) is oldest and compared
1o the other commentaries on the same, it the largest. As a
matter of fact, Mandara Manjari is not a name to the
commentary on the Mayavadatika exclusively. It is the common
name to the three commentaries on Khandanatraya Tika and as
well on the Tika on the Tattva Viveka. It is quoted by 8ri
Raghavendra Tirtha in his commentary on Tatparya candrika
with another name ‘Bhavaprakaska’ which is not in vogue.

The other commentary of M.Tika included in the present
edition is " by $ri Kesavacarya Pandurangi
(1605-1660]), Sri Ke$vacarya was a cousin brother of $11
VidyaAdhisa Tirtha who was the authour of the famous
commentary on Nyayasudha i.e., Vakyartha candrika, §ri
Keéavacarya has great regard towards $ri vidyadhisa Tirtha and
used to refer him as T&UN, Because of this, his works also are

known as

About 16 works are ascribed to §ri Keéavacarya. He has
written the commentaries on the ten prakaranas. The other
important works include Sl a continution of
$ri Vidyadhisa’s IS {*Z@T and a commentary called LEQR

Tatparya candrika of Sri Vyasa Tirtha.

§r1 Keéavacarya conveys his approach in the beginning of

his commentary on the M.Tika. He says -

XV

Accordingly, he intends to clarify only such words or
sentences which remain without being clarified by Sri Vyasa
'{Trtha, in his Mandara Manjari. Y] is another commentary that
finds place in this cdition. The author, Sri Satyanatha Tirtha
(1618-1674) was a pontif of Sri Uttaradi Mutha. About 12
works are attibuted to him, which include the famous CIRER]
CIRSERIC-ca)

, SIDCEH d1ve€9Yq and W His another
work HTHATITET was written to refute the criticism of $ri
Madhva made by TR in his FATATEHEAT | T is
the commentary on M.Tika included in the present edition. Sri
Sa'tyanétha yati is a very bold commentator and many times
T‘C_]CCI.:S quite a number of sentences of the Tika as interpolation
in spite of the fact that they were commented by the earlier
commentators. The parasu included in the present work contains
many such interesting rejcctions.

The last of the commentaries included in this edition, is the
one.from $ri Bidarahalli Srinivasacarya also rcfcrred’ to as
Srinivasa Tirtha (1600-1660). He was a desciple of $ri Yadupati
.who'se commentaries on the Nyayasudha and Bhagavata are held
in high esteem by the Scholars. $ri Bidarahalli acarya is known
to have written about 37 works. Because of thier lucidness and
the directness of exposition, these commentaries are widely
C(?nsultcd by the students of the Dvaita system
H'lS gloss on M.Tika, included here, stands as an example of the;
virtues cited above.

I am very much thankful to $ri N.Narasimha Rao, chairman
o.f .the Dvaita Vedanta Studies and Rescach Foundation, for
giving me an oppurtunity to edit this work. I am greatly indejbted
to my professor Sri K.T.Pandurangi who actually planned this
work and guided me at every step.

Prof.D.Pralhadacharya.
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